
 

 

 
 

 

Canadian Ski Patrol Mountain Division - Mandatory Vaccination Policy 

Rev. 2: Oct. 16, 2021 

The following will be required by all members of the CSP Mountain Division: 

 For those Zones/members in Alberta, all Government of Alberta Public Health 
Orders are to be followed. 
 

 For those Zones/members in the Yukon, all Government of Yukon Public 
Health Orders are to be followed. 

 
 Full CSP membership and access to all CSP activities will be allowed for those 

members that provide proof (QR code required) of double vaccination. Note: 
that for a transitional period up to Nov. 1st, 2021, proof of a single dose is 
considered acceptable as long as the dose was given two weeks or more 
before the time of the CSP activity. Proof of double vaccination will be 
required after Nov. 30th.  
 

 Members that do not provide proof of vaccination can continue as an 
associate member however they will not be able to participate in any CSP 
activities.  
 

 Members that have documentation of a medical exemption can continue as 
an associate member however they will not be able to perform first aid 
services. These members may participate in other CSP activities (i.e. 
recertifications) by providing proof of a recent (within the previous 72 hours) 
negative COVID-19 test (either PCR or Rapid Test) for each activity. This test is 
not to be from the Provincial government testing facilities.  

 
 As a mandatory vaccine precedent has now been established, this 

requirement will be in effect for the remainder of the 2021-2022 ski patrolling 
season unless modified by Mountain Division.  
 

  



 

 

 
 

Mountain Division Mandatory Vaccination Policy FAQ 

Q: When did the Mountain Division Alberta Zones Mandatory Vaccination Policy come 
into effect? 

A: The Mountain Division Board of Directors approved the Alberta policy on Friday, 
September 17, 2021, at 5 p.m.; this is when the Alberta policy went into effect. The 
Mountain Division policy for all the Yukon Zones (Yukon & Watson Lake) went into 
effect on Saturday Oct. 16, 2021. 

Q: How long will the division policy be in effect? 

A: As stated in the policy, a mandatory vaccine precedent has now been established for 
the remainder of the 2021-2022 ski patrolling season. The Mountain Division ski season 
is expected to continue until May 23, 2022, the tentative closing date of the latest-
operating Mountain Division resort, Banff Sunshine Village Ski and Snowboard Resort. 

Q: Will there be a review of the policy in May 2022? 

A: Yes. The Mountain Division executive in conjunction with the division’s board of 
directors will evaluate the circumstances at that time and determine if the policy needs 
to be modified, or extended, or removed. 

Q: For a patroller who has already registered and paid their fees and does not 
provide proof of vaccination or a medical exemption, what happens to their 
membership? 

A: The member will be classified as an associate member and will not be permitted to 
participate in any CSP activities. Alternatively, the member may ask for a refund of their 
fees before December 30, 2021, and not join the CSP. They can also request a standard 
leave of absence for one year. 

Q: What happens to a member's AFA recertification status if they request a leave 
of absence and are not able to complete this year's recert in addition to not 
recertifying last season due to the one-year COVID-19 certification extension? 

A: The member when they return to regular status will be required to take the first year 
AFA training next year if they have missed this year’s recert. It has been discussed at the 
national level that zone training officers may use their discretion and allow a modified 
first year/returnee recertification course next year for members that have gone two 



 

 

 
 

years without recertification however, this is not guaranteed. This scenario was also 
discussed for members considering taking a leave of absence this season due to any 
other reason. 

Q: For a member that has not provided proof of vaccination or a medical 
exemption and thus are not able to participate in any CSP activities, are they still 
covered by liability insurance in first aid situations that they may encounter 
outside of patrolling? 

A: The answer for this situation is not dependent on any vaccination policy. In both the 
Yukon and Alberta, the Emergency Medical Aid Act (aka the Good Samaritan Act) is the 
act in each jurisdiction that covers anybody that provides first aid in a public situation 
within their ability/training. The CSP’s liability insurance covers our members only during 
CSP activities such as patrolling and non-snow events. 

Q: For people that have had COVID-19 and recovered, are they also required to be 
vaccinated? Is immunity considered equivalent? 

A: The provincial health authority requirements/guidelines are to be relied on for this 
determination. Current health guidelines state that people with previous COVID-19 
infections should continue to receive a complete vaccine series, thus the division policy 
of requiring proof of vaccinations is still required. Note: members regardless of their 
COVID-19 vaccination status are still required to follow all current provincial health 
orders. 

Q: Are there any exemptions? 

A: The division policy allows for medical exemptions signed by a doctor or nurse 
practitioner. Once this exemption is shown, the member can be an associate member 
however, they will not be able to perform first aid services. These members may 
participate in other CSP activities by providing a recent negative COVID-19 test. See the 
policy for the full wording. 

Q: What was the rationale behind the decision to put the Division Mandatory 
Vaccination Policy in place? 

A: The division policy was put in place to align with provincial government health orders, 
mandatory policies put in place by several of the Mountain Division zones, mandatory 
policies put in place by almost all Mountain Division major ski resort partners and the 



 

 

 
 

strong recommendation by the CSP board of directors in its August 28, 2021, COVID-19 
vaccination protocols statement.  

Q: What about confidentiality of my medical information? 

A: Each zone will determine how to confidentially track the member's status.  The CSP 
will not retain any personal medical information except for the status of the 
vaccination/medical exemption check. Members leading group activities such as training 
and recertifications may need to know member’s status to ensure that COVID-19 
negative tests are checked for medically exempt members. The CSP cannot release 
individual member’s vaccination status to third parties such as our resort partners, 
however we can provide an overall status. For ski resorts/events that require mandatory 
vaccinations, the zone, based on the division policy, can inform them of 100 per cent 
compliance for any patrollers performing first aid services for them.  

Q: What about the zone-specific vaccination policies? 

A: Several Mountain Division zones have also issued a vaccination policy. Zones’ 
members need to follow both their zone and the Mountain Division policies. The 
division policy will take precedence unless there are tighter requirements listed in the 
zone policy, in that case, the zone requirement will supersede the applicable 
requirement in the division policy. 

Q: What about our resort partners/non-snow events vaccination policies? 

A: CSP members that patrol at a resort with a mandatory vaccination policy or 
participate in a non-snow event (NSE) with a mandatory policy also need to follow the 
policies of that organization. The resort/NSE mandatory policy may include stricter 
requirements than stated in the CSP division or zone policy. A specific example is if the 
resort requests a copy of the proof of vaccination for their records. The CSP cannot 
provide individual vaccination status, thus this information needs to be provided by the 
member if they want to comply with the resort policy. Overall, whichever is the higher 
requirement stated in the division, zone or resort policy will take precedence. 

Q: What about the Alberta Health Services guideline that anyone under 18 doesn’t 
have to show proof of vaccination to participate in sports or recreation for junior 
or early entry patrollers?  

A: Albertans ages 12 and up can get vaccinations. A junior or Early Entry ski patrol 
member is providing a volunteer service while they are on duty, they are not 



 

 

 
 

participating in a organized sport or recreation (i.e. free skiing), therefore the division 
mandatory policy applies to these members. For Junior Patrollers, these programs are 
the responsibility of our resort partners thus the resort policy must be followed.  


